INTRODUCTION
in the land must stand or fall A public that requires the levities of sentiment is self-confessed of its incapacity to vote or to form any political judgment. That the sovereign people is largely moved by sentiment is only an explanation of the insult that democracy has paid to whatever science there may be in politics. The attempt here is seriously to criticise a leader, his policy, and his times for those who question the future and learn their lessons from the past. Because a man who becomes Prime Minister has taken on himself (in reality) the duties of a sovereign ruler he must be judged by standards which are esoteric* The demagogue has become so commonplace in public life that only in comparison to him are leaders usually criticised. A demagogue, it has been forgotten, is only interesting provided he is unscrupulous enough, but in any case he is unworthy of English politics. Mr. Baldwin is criticised as a statesman and not as the darling of any section of the community or in any of the poses in which propaganda from time to time has placed him. He is often condemned in relation to positions to which he has aspired, but to make personal allowances would be to sacrifice the art of statesmanship to the tender conscience of the individual.
It must be remembered that Mr. Baldwin has governed in an age when the great statesman might have sought retirement rather than face its indignity. The ambition of some of Mr. Baldwin's rivals may have been slaked by their pride, but this seems improbable at a time so barren in personalities and so rife in innocent futility, Mr. Baldwin has not been great, but alone in any momentary greatness he may have achieved. If in the criticism of him or of the Conservative Party there is any charge of icono-clasm it is unjustified* No hostility is intended* The keynote of Conservatism is authority, and the attempt in these pages is to goad that authority to justify itself* It is to destroy with the vision in mind of a greater image and not to insult from jealousy or fear. It is an attempt to